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Intro

Dear Members,
dear Friends

Wars, inflation, extreme poverty, and
spiralling inequality ravaged the world
during the hottest year on record,
exceeding the 1.5°C global heating
threshold. The  multiple crises
humankind has faced since the COVID-
19 pandemic deepened in 2024, with
dreadful consequences for public
health and social progress. Far-right
parties and nationalistic forces
latched on to this, stirring up fear and
hate, with ideas that divide us, which
are false solutions.

The number of people killed in armed
conflicts across the world increased
from 179,099 in the preceding year to
233,597 in 2024, as recorded by the
Armed Conflict and Event Data. A
significant number of these were
women and children, including in
Palestine where — in 2024 — they
accounted for 70% of the estimated
35,000 deaths in Gaza and the West
Bank.

Hunger and starvation have been the
lot of a vast number of people. COVID-
19 years to 2024 saw a rise of up to 153
million in the number of people
experiencing hunger.
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883 million people lived with hunger,
and about 1.33 million people suffered
famine or famine-like conditions in the
year. This is although the world
produces more food than required to
feed all of its 8 billion people.

The burden of hunger is not evenly
borne. The hunger level in 36 countries
was ranked serious in the 2024 Global
Hunger Index, and alarming in six. Five
of these are in Africa: Burundi, Chad,
Madagascar, Somalia and South Sudan.
The sixth is Yemen in the Middle East.
In these countries, the very right to life
has become near meaningless, not to
talk of the right to health.

But this does not have to be the fate
of our world. The Oxfam Inequality
report documents how corporate
power is at the heart of increasing
social inequality and global division.
While five billion people became
poorer across the world between 2000
and 2024, the five richest men of the
world doubled their wealth. Some
2,781 billionaires own US$14.2 trillion,
while 700 million people live in extreme
poverty.

www.g2h2.org


https://acleddata.com/
http://www.g2h2.org/

«® 2024 Annual Report

The intrusive interests of these rich few
— through their corporations and
related  philanthropies —  and
geopolitical considerations appeared
to have weighed heavier in the hearts
of  wealthier countries, while
negotiating the pandemic agreement.
Discussions on pandemics and public
global health financing continue to
ignore economic justice, despite all
efforts by many countries from the
global South to include it. This
approach which undermines the spirit
of international cooperation and that
solidarity that is supposed to underpin
multilateralism is being reinforced with
the expanding influence of right wing
parties and their governments.

The same parties and governments
that keep  orchestrating  their
phantasmagoric pushback on
women’s bodies and rights. Their
patriarchal attacks on the reality of
genders threaten to  dismantle
language that has been negotiated and
agreed in the past. More seriously,
their organized misogyny stands out as
a renewed peril to the lives, freedom
and agency of all women in the world.
They must be stopped.

The situation that health activists and
progressive forces faced in 2024 was
quite dire. And with the re-election of
Donald Trump as President of the
United States of America in November,
the terrible global situation became all
set to get worse. But we must not
lose hope. Now more than ever, we
must be clear with our arguments and
boldly put them forward.
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This spirit informed some of our
activities in 2024, such as the
symposium on a World in Flames in
May and a workshop on Reclaiming the
United Nations in October, which we
speak more about in the report.

The current spate of
multidimensional crises in the world
is not sustainable. The climate
emergency is a ticking time bomb. And
health for all is not achievable without
planetary and economic justice.

Last year marked the fiftieth
anniversary of the United Nations
General Assembly’s adoption of the
“Declaration on the Establishment of a
New International Economic Order.”
And we recall, from the Ama Ata
Declaration, that “Economic and social
development, based on a New
International Economic Order, is of basic
importance to the attainment of health
for all and to the reduction of the gap
between the health status of the
developing and developed countries.”
The struggle for health for all has
always been a struggle to change the
world, prioritising people over profit
and justice over geopolitics. And it is a
struggle that is more pressing to wage
now than ever, if we are to salvage a
future for humankind, and the world.

Baba Ayé and Nicoletta Dentico
G2H2 Co-Presidents, May 2025

www.g2h2.org
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January

Public Policy Debates
ahead of EB154

G2H2 Policy Debates organized ahead
of the WHO governing bodies’
meetings, normally before the
Executive Board (EB) sessions in
January and the World Health
Assembly (WHA) in May, have
become a consolidated practice since
they were introduced in the COVID-19
years. Like everyone else, G2H2 had to
turn online during the pandemic to
maintain the dynamic of interaction
among its members.

The virtual chambers opened to
discuss the crucial health matters of
those years and compare notes during
the COVID-19 crisis provided the
opportunity to transform = G2H2
gatherings into a more open space
with a larger audience, beyond the
traditional in-person meetings in
Geneva that had been the norm
before.

The Policy Debates usually dig into the
EB and WHA agenda items, offering a
virtual place for the network members
to organize in-depth conversations
including additional updates beyond
the institutional WHO literature and
civil society research, as well as
advocacy strategies.
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With speakers usually spanning from civil
society to academia, WHO member
states’ delegates and  multilateral
organizations, the debates showcase the
G2H2 network and its wide areas of
interest, for potential new members in
the Geneva policy space. Here's the list of
2024 debates held in January:

e Putting climate and health at the
centre of the next WHO strategy |
Medicus Mundi International Network,
Global Climate and Health Alliance and
partners

¢ Reclaiming One Health! | Society for
International Development (SID)

e Accountability towards
accelerated access to better
medicines for children | Elizabeth
Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation and
GAP-f

e Beyond a World Health Assembly
resolution: how to implement and
institutionalize social participation
and accountability | Save the
Children, Medicus Mundi International
Network, CSEM and partners

o Reflecting on the possibilities and
challenges of the Global Health
and Peace Initiative | People’s

Health Movement
\N'vz
Learn more >

www.g2h2.org
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May

Part 1

World in flames
Public worksho

Inspired by the reflections of
Andrew Harmer, senior lecturer at

the Queen Mary University of
London and a G2H2 member, the
workshop can be seen as having
sparked a quiet yet meaningful
revolution.

“(...) the metaphor of the olive tree. This
was described towards the end of the
workshop by one of the participants. It
goes something like this: as an
alternative to the ‘wrecked’ metaphor
from Fortnite, the olive tree is a stubborn
tree, and its fruit - the olive - even more
stubborn. You might water the tree for
years without it bearing fruit. You water
it again and again - nothing. In fact, you
might water it your entire life and you
never see a single olive. Indeed, it's only
the next generation - those who come
after you - who see the tree bear fruit
and get to enjoy the olives. To describe a
world in flames, | prefer the metaphor of
the olive tree to the metaphor of
‘Wrecked'.

The speakers at the G2H2 workshop last
week reminded me that there were
many, many good people in the world
who cared little about how their actions
might affect their own lives: they were
watering the olive tree so that the next
generation could get to eat olives. In
times of crisis - when everything around
us is in flames - the present is all that we
have: for sure, what we do in that
moment can wreak havoc, but it may
also yield olives - eventually.”
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Ahead of WHA77, G2H2 convened a
workshop titled “World in Flames:
civil society lost in the impotence of
international law”. Shocked by the
brutal escalations of attacks on the
people and the civil infrastructures in
Gaza, by the widespread destruction
and death of people and the
environment in Ukraine, by the
ferocity of violence related to the
conflict in Sudan, members of G2H2
felt the need for a common reflection
aimed to address their shared sense
of impotence, and grief.

The workshop, purposely organized at
the Médecins Sans Frontieres (MSF)
headquarter in Geneva, was intended
to bridge and possibly overcome some
of the separations existing between
the analyses and challenges of
humanitarian workers in conflict
zones and the traditional policy
debates of civil society. These often
appear completely disconnected from
the observation of the escalating
violations  of the international
normative  frameworks in  the
expanding humanitarian crises.

G2H2 aimed to propose a deeper and
more insightful understanding of the
world’s griefs and the efforts of many
individuals and civil society actors who
cannot be left alone to advance
health rights in extremely violent
contexts.

The workshop brought together

approx. 50 participants, in addition to
G2H2 members and invited guests.
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The debate developed through the
stories of people who have engaged
potent struggles against the
obfuscation of international law and
sovereignty and around key questions:

e Why does this climate of war
concern us as civil society
organizations?

e How do we express and
experience solidarity in times of
dehumanization?

e What are we doing, faced with
the impotence of international
institutions and law that were
meant to protect peace and
people?

e How can we deal with our anger,
our fears, our frustrations,
including our dissent in analyzing
the situation?

e What could and should we do
when the very function of
multilateralism is in serious
jeopardy?

The discussion touched upon many
relevant themes, inspiring further
reflection. Starting from MSF direct
experience on the Gaza strip,
participants were reminded how
humanitarian workers have gained a
strategic importance as eye-witnesses
of serious human rights violations and
as collectors of fundamental proof to
be used in the International Criminal
Court (ICC) trials.

www.g2h2.org
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Recognizing the failure of the
international law and international
institutions in protecting the rights of
civilians in war torn countries, the
workshop offered space for some bold
and inspiring stories of solidarity,
such as the one of Fadia Nasser, who,
despite the instability of the region,
decided not to close the health centre
she administers close to the Lebanese-
Palestinian border to support the local
population:

Part 1

While a one-day workshop could not
aim at finding solutions to this unjust
status quo, it however served as a
clarion call for the renewed
solidarity of civil society actors from
different backgrounds and across
generations. Although terrifying, the
current situation is not a cursed,
unchangeable destiny.

The paradoxes of today's global
warfare have in fact re-ignited broad-
based people’s resistance against the

We are the only health facility in the region, we serve 17 villages,
people who are staying are those who cannot afford to leave because

they have no place to go to. We are speaking of refugees, elderly and
the most vulnerable people. If we close the center and leave, what

message are we sending them?

Fadia Nasser

Stressing how many conflicts are in
reality fueled by external interests and
how wars forage capitalistic, corporate
greed in the global North, showering
with money the defense sector and

defunding essential services like
education and healthcare, the
discussion offered some  useful

perspectives on how to react and
resist such systemic violence. Activist
work on “future scenarios” in Africa
helped people regain intergenerational
hope, while student encampments are
useful examples of global solidarity
with the palestinian population and a
form of pacific resistance against the
complicit silence of many governments
on Israel’s violation of IHL.
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genocide in Palestine and the complicit
silence of the international community
against Israel and its systematic
violation of international humanitarian
law (IHL) and international law. Many
people have regained a sense of
intergenerational solidarity and a
stronger ambition to engage.

Ny
Learn more >
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October

Reclaim the UN!
Public workshop

Q

Ll

“We’re not going to win at the
UN but together, basing our
work in the different regions

and at the UN.”
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Joined by more than 30 CSOs and
grassroots movements from around
the world, the “Reclaim the UN”"
workshop was co-organized  with
CETIM and the Rosa Luxemburg
Foundation, the sponsor of the event.
The workshop was the second step in a
process that started in Evian in
November 2023, under the leadership
of G2H2 and the Rosa Luxemburg
Foundation, on the need for
overcoming civil society Stockholm
syndrome in the weakening UN spaces.

While in Evian a very diverse group of
civil society organizations met to
collectively assess the situation of
democratic interactions within the UN
system and examine how civic spaces
have been gradually reduced to the
advantage of overall technical
arrangements used to tackle systemic
political  challenges, the Geneva
workshop  aimed at  concretely
identifying avenues of joint actions
across the thematic spectrum to build
resistance from below.

The workshop challenged participants
through a series of activities aimed at
exploring how civil society could make
better use of the existing space in the
UN and how to connect in an effective
way the UN processes with the realities
on the ground (and vice versa).

Part 1

It then proceeded with a reflection on
possible common activities to be
pursued to counter the current
situation and with the identification of
key upcoming events that could be
significant for a collective action.

With an expansion of the group —
from 30 people in Evian in November
2023 to more than 50 participants in
Geneva in October 2024 — the
workshop shed new light on a number
of far-reaching dilemmas in the work
inside and outside the UN sphere: the
need for bridging the different levels of
action, engaging in more horizontal
forms of advocacy, connecting
different areas of expertise (global
health, food systems, housing, finance,
governance) to break the silos...

It also highlighted the need to develop
a more intersectional perspective in

the way we operate.
\N'vrs

Yesterday, achieving consensus felt effortless, despite our diverse focus
areas. This will serve to stop working in silos.
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January-May

EB Today &
WHA Today

EB Today is held in January,
during the main annual
session of the WHO
Executive Board.

WHA Today is held in May,
during the World Health
Assembly.
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Co-organized with Medicus Mundi
International (MMI) and People’s
Health Movement (PHM), the annual
series of EB TODAY and WHA TODAY
online gatherings are designed as
virtual check-in meetings organized
by civil society for civil society to provide
relevant and practical information on
the yearly sessions of the WHO
governing bodies. Running from
December through February (EB
TODAY) and from April through May
(WHA TODAY), thet have a twofold aim:
1.to demystify WHO bureaucracy,
providing timely information on
issues  such as  registration
processes and modalities of
participation
2.to gather and share information
on key topics on the WHO agenda.
Network members can share their
own advocacy plans at the WHO,
and organize common advocacy
initiatives and/or joint engagement
through constituency statements
whenever possible.

Part 1

One-hour daily sessions are also held
during the EB and the WHA sessions.
These conversations offer a detailed
summary and insights around the
ongoing discussions at the WHO, and a
safe space for members to share their
own personal, initial assessments of
the proceedings and negotiations. The
WHO WATCHERS, a team of young
health  activists and  advocates,
assembled each year by PHM to
diligently follow the WHO negotiations
during the governing bodies’ meetings,
usually support and actively participate
in the information sharing exercise.

ANV 4
Learn more >
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In Their Words

A strong voice from international civil society on global health is Paulo
a powerful contribution to shaping the decisions of Marchiori
government authorities gathered in the great collegiate of Buss, Center
decision-makers that is the World Health Assembly (WHA). Such for Global
a voice needs to be articulated so as to sound in unison, even if Healtﬂh,
it comes from different perspectives. For this reason, a platform Fundacao
like G2H2 is an essential instrument that we must strengthen to Oswglr?;

increasingly better fulfill its role as a vehicle for the
international health community in the various structures of the
United Nations system in Geneva, including the WHA.

Roman Vega, For PHM G2H2 has been a historical and inspiring space to

People’s build and share knowledge, to create strong partnership, unity
Health and cooperation among social organizations in order to
Movement mobilize civil society in the struggle for global health, to defend

multilateralism as the best way to make inclusive and fair
decisions in a turbulent world.
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February-March

INB Working Group
Policy Meetings
with Member

States

Building on the work it had started in
2022, when G2H2 was listed among
the “relevant stakeholder” in the
WHO INB process, the G2H2 INB
working group kept meeting
throughout the year to analyse the
emerging drafts of the pandemic treaty
text and engage with WHO member
states’ negotiations. G2H2  has
presented two reports on the
pandemic treaty to accompany the
process since its inception, with
provision of specific relevant inputs.
While the WHA77 ultimately did not
adopt the pandemic agreement as
planned in May 2024, the first quarter
of the year was marked by intense
activities, including policy dialogues
held with delegates.
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The first and more important objective
of these policy dialogues was to ensure
that WHO member states could be
properly briefed on essential yet
neglected issues in the treaty
negotiations. The complementary
outcome of this process was to assert
G2H2 as a reliable broker of competent
and safe informal spaces for discussion
(all meetings were held under Chatham
House Rules).

This  facilitated a very fruitful
interaction among participating
delegates which, in their own
admissions, positively advanced the
negotiating  process. G2H2  co-
organized 3 meetings with member
states’ delegations in Geneva in early
2024.

www.g2h2.org
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Why the right to health is essential for an effective pandemic treaty
| 12 February

Jointly co-hosted with the Civil Society Alliance for Human Rights in the Pandemic
Treaty, with a representation from OHCHR, the meeting aimed at facilitating a
dialogue on the importance of reintroducing a rights based approach into the text of
the pandemic treaty.

Pandemic Treaty Financing: Secure accountable
public funding for a global public health purpose |
12 March

JThe meeting dealt with the text of article 20 of the Pandemic
Agreement in detail, addressing the lack of binding financial
commitment from member states to secure sustainable
funding to support the implementation of the actions proposed
in the text. The meeting also featured competent opinions
about the Pandemic Fund and the need for looking at financial
justice issues, debt cancellation and illicit financial flows to
guarantee governments’ capacity to finance pandemic
prevention preparedness and response.

The session was also followed by a press conference organized
by G2H2, with the aim of raising these issues again with the
media following the WHO pandemic treaty negotiations.

Pandemic Treaty: Promoting a robust and
inclusive governance | 14 March

As civil society was sadly sidelined throughout the INB process,
which raised questions and concerns regarding the
accountability and the democratic legitimacy of the process,
this policy dialogue aimed at advocating for the need of
inclusive governance structures for the Pandemic Agreement,
offering concrete examples of existing international models/
treaties where civil society actors are directly engaged in

governance structures.
N7z
Learn more -
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G2H2 statement
at the INB12

G2H2 has constantly followed the INB negotiations through its
individual members and with its ad hoc representation, as in
the case of the INB12 negotiations in November. G2H2
attended the sessions and intervened with the following
statement on treaty financing.

The reopening of the discussion on Art. 20, to make it compatible with the text of the amended IHR, provides
now a unique opportunity. Indeed, the feeble sense of commitment that one reads in between the lines of
Art. 20 can and must be addressed.

IHR is a binding instrument. The pandemic treaty is being negotiated as a binding instrument, too. This
means that the “voluntary” regime that overarches and envelopes Art. 20 must in all possible ways shift
towards binding arrangements, based on common but differentiated responsibilities also when it comes to
financing. We need to revert today’s profoundly inequitable financing scenario.
Financial injustice dominates the world, and we see it with billionaires gradually taking over. Now:
negotiating a new norm addressing pandemics cannot ignore the structural context in which we operate
today. Debt cancellation cannot be overlooked, IFFs cannot be ignored either: they are part of the
conversation.
Governments must have the fiscal sovereignty to invest in public health and define their priorities in the way
they want to tackle potential pandemics. Fiscal policies, financial injustices need to be part of the
conversation when it comes to Art. 20 of the treaty provisional text.
Let’s not forget: the way the coordinating financing mechanism is shaped will have a substantive relevance
for the entire governance set-up of the treaty. You must decide who runs the show.
Yet, there is also an additional issue that you now can clarify, reopening Art. 20. There is a significant
difference between

e financing the sustainable implementation of an agreed WHO treaty and

e shaping the financing of the treaty for the projectification of pandemic PPR.

We have seen this wild projectification in the case of HIV/AIDS, malaria, and TB. We now see it for every
disease, in fact. Looking back, we can say it has not really worked, it has transfigured and deformed public
health administrations in recipient countries - mostly dedicated to donors’ reporting.

A pandemic is much more than a disease and will not be managed through funding specific projects that

reflect the health culture and interests of the big global health players in the room, the Public and Private
Partnerships (PPPs) that inhabit the rooms of global public health.

Page 16 Geneva Global Health Hub www.g2h2.org
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June

Part 2

Summit of the Future?
UNHRC Side event

In  June the Rosa Luxemburg
Foundation  organized, with the
support of G2H2 and its members SID,
FIAN, CETIM and the International
Service for Human Rights, a side event
to the 56th session of the UN Human
Rights Council: “Summit of the
future? Civil society must Reclaim
the United Nations”. Representing the
voices of “we, the people”, the
panelists reclaimed the UN spaces for
civil society, now lost due to the
interference of private vested interests
in the multilateral fora.
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Denouncing the “Summit for the
Future” setting, in which member
states would have later discussed the
“multilateralism  we want” in a
context of shrinking space for civil
society, they advocated for the
dismantling of the privatized state
and for a stronger UN, capable of
restoring the international law and to
regulate the actions, activities and
influence of the private sector in
public, human rights matters.

N
Learn more >
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G2H2 Secretariat transition

After a summer spent reviewing applications for the
G2H2 Executive Secretary position, the fall marked
the conclusion of Thomas Schwarz’s final official
commitment and the selection of Alessandra Tisi as
the new Secretary.

ioONa

New gender.
New generation.

Alessandra started informally to work with Thomas as
early as October 2024, which allowed for an in depth
knowledge transfer and a detailed inboarding. From
the end of November, while still available for support,
Thomas formally left G2H2. The joys and burdens of
the positions passed to Alessandra in December 2024.

G2H2 governance and
titut

INS
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June

Annual General

Meeting

After the hectic WHA77 days in Geneva,
G2H2 network members gathered
virtually for the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) in June. Chaired by the
Co-Presidents Nicoletta Dentico and
Baba Aye, the meeting unanimously
approved the Annual and Financial
Reports for year 2023 and the Budget
for the year 2024. Additionally, the
AGM formally elected Mohammed Al
Zayed, Health coordinator at AMEL, as
the replacement of Virginie Lefevre at
the G2H2 Steering Committee. The
AGM thanked Virginie for her awesome
and important role in the SC, always
bringing a pointed and articulate
perspective of realities from Lebanon,
and warmly welcomed Mohammed,
whose function in AMEL is promise of
very direct and reliable information
from the field in the Middle East, still
today. The AGM officially and cheerfully
welcomed also two new members
who joined the G2H2 Network in 2023:
C-SEND and the Global Initiative for
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(GI-ESCR).
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On a breakthrough and somewhat
sad nostalgic note, the AGM marked
the last official appearance of
Thomas Schwarz, the Executive
Secretary of G2H2, and the first
moment to collectively take stock of
his immense unparalleled role in the
platform. After having co-shaped and
co-founded G2H2 8 years ago,
Thomas was ready to enjoy his well-
deserved retirement looming at this
horizon soon, at the end of the year.
In this regard, the two co-chairs
provided the necessary information
and updates about the recruitment
process, in coordination with the
MMI presidency, for paving the way
to the daunting selection of Thomas's

successor.

WEN,
Global Initiative

for Economic, Social
& Cultural Righ‘s

Welcome!

www.g2h2.org
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Part 3

Welcome to
Alessandra Tisi
...and farewell to
Thomas Schwarz

After a long and passionate career, of
which Thomas said “I could and cannot
separate my brain from my heart and
from my voice and my pencil and
computer keypad”, time arrived for him
to retire and venture for new
experimentations in life, in the constant
quest for new horizons and meanings.

In the wording of the Co-Presidents’
farewell message, G2H2 conveyed its
incommensurable gratitude to Thomas,
G2H2 column and historic memory.
Not only has Thomas directly fostered
the creation of G2H2, but in all these
years he has carefully and patiently
ensured that this independent platform
could strengthen its safe and inclusive
space, with the aim to enhance civil
society's critical voice and relevant
competence in the Geneva global public
health arena.
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His unwavering care in doing so stands
out as an example of political aspiration,
human  dedication and  personal
commitment to challenging conformism
and affirming the role that civil society
and movements must play not to lose
democracy in the intergovernmental

sphere. Au revoir Thomas! We shall
miss you,
disappear!

and yet you will not
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