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Today’s session
The issue of human rights has arisen in the response to the Covid-19 pandemic in a
variety of areas. A focus on police rather than public health, resulting in state violence
against citizens instead of an inclusive rights-based response, has undermined trust in
government as well as public health measures to contain the pandemic.
With the review of the International Health Regulations (IHR) in the context of Covid-19,
WHO has the opportunity to strengthen human rights considerations in pandemic
preparedness and response, but we have not seen this matter addressed so far in the
IHR Review Committee and its reports. Additionally, the IHR review will be a timeconsuming process, while the Covid-19 response requires a more immediate action from
WHO. The precedent of ignoring human rights abuses in the name of public health is a
dangerous one, not to be allowed to go unchallenged.
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Housekeeping
 No translation, sorry
 The meeting will be recorded. Link to documentation: see below
 Feel free to use the chat for reaching out to colleagues.
The moderator will NOT scan the chat for input/questions.
 When the debate is opened to the floor: Raise your hand to speak. You will
then
be promoted to the panel, and the moderator will allow you to speak
 Your registration is valid for all sessions. Come back tomorrow!
 Social media #EB148
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Speakers
 Cristina Palabay (Karapatan, the Philippines)
 Ubai Al-Aboudi (Bisan Center for Research and Development, Palestine)
 Christine Ajulu (Health Rights Advocacy Forum, Nairobi, Kenya)
 Luciani Ricardi (WHO Watch, Brazil)
 Richa Chintan (Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, India)
 Roshila Nair (Covid-19 People’s Coalition)
Introduction and moderation: Ana Vračar and Ravi Ram
People’s Health Movement
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Monday, 11 January 2021, 12:30-14.00 CET
Human rights and the Covid-19 response:
Lessons for the future, action for now
Session organized by the People’s Health Movement



Tuesday, 12 January 2021, 16.30-18.00 CET
What can WHO contribute to making COVID-19 vaccines,
treatments and technologies global public good?
Session organized by Viva Salud



Wednesday, 13 January 2021, 16.30-18.00 CET
Private sector engagement for strong health systems?
Session organized by WSFHSS and CSEND



Thursday, 14 January 2021, 16.30-18.00 CET
Rescue the World Health Organization from itself?
Session organized by Society for International Development



Friday, 15 January 2021, 16.30-18.00 CET
What reform agenda for the WHO EB?
Session organized by Medicus Mundi International Network
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EB148: Another waste of time?
In the middle of the Covid-19 pandemic, we witness a crisis of
the WHO governing bodies, and in particular the Executive
Board. This crisis contributes to further weakening the role of
the World Health Organization as global health authority.
“When I hear the EB, I hear a lot of speeches, prepared from their
capitals, a lot of time wasted, one day and a half maybe, hearing
ourselves, and there is not much interaction really pointing out the
topics that we should be discussing. I think it’s a problem in the
multilateral area that we should be solving.” (EB member, October
2020)
“Is the Executive Board of the World Health Organization an active
governing body, or is it just a ceremonial one that only expresses
gratitude towards the work we are doing? I personally want to see us
here as an active executive board, one which is guiding us through the
pandemic crises, through finding solutions and strategies in this most
challenging public health crisis in terms of socioeconomic effects. We
are the governing body, meaning we have to exercise
leadership.” (EB member, October 2020)
– or time to restore WHO as directing global health authority?
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A series of public briefings and debates
ahead of the 148th Session of the Executive Board
In a series of public briefings and debates hosted by the
Geneva Global Health Hub (G2H2), civil society organizations
ask how the World Health Organization can live up to its
constitutional mandate of being the directing and coordinating
authority on international health work.
The content of the briefings and debates was shaped through the
feedback received from G2H2 members, based on their scrutiny of
the topics to be taken up by the Executive Board.
In the tradition of G2H2 briefings ahead of WHO governing body
meetings, all sessions will start with analysis and proposals provided
by civil society organizations, followed by responses by
representatives of WHO members and the Secretariat (if available)
and a general debate.

Meeting website/registration: http://g2h2.org/posts/january2021/
General enquiries: G2H2 Secretariat, Thomas Schwarz, info@g2h2.org
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In the tradition of G2H2 briefings
ahead of WHO governing body meetings…
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Geneva Global Health Hub
G2H2 is set up as a membership based association, founded in 2016.
We want to provide a space and enable civil society to meet, share knowledge
and create initiatives to advocate for more democratic global health
governance.
The values that guide and drive the work of G2H2 are belief in democracy
with equity in diversity; dignity; accountability and transparency; and ethics
and justice.
Civil society organizations: Join us! Support us!
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